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Practical and interesting “open” classroom

in learning Chinese as a Second Language

In the past five years as a CSL teacher at CCS, I have noticed tremendous change, not
only the size of the school but also the professionalism of the CCS teachers. In CCS we
applied the formative evaluation on the Chinese as the Second Language (CSL)
classroom teaching. Learning Chinese is a challenge for our CSL students but they
handled well and benefited from it. Some of my students started learning Chinese from
kindergarten and now are high school students; some of them took AP exam and past it.
Compare to traditional summative evaluation, formative evaluation is more focus on
students’ learning process. We could make the Chinese learning process be interesting

and useful to the students. For example, when learn “Z45%” (school) we use flash cards,

hanging chart with the vocabulary related to school, such as library, gym etc. for students
to learn and practice; let the students play games by groups with the flash cards, design
their ideal school and introduce school with the new vocabularies and sentence patterns;
in the end make presentation by groups on the ideal school that the group designed. The
whole process is interesting and vivid. The students can practice the new vocabularies
and sentence pattern in the activities and get evaluated by their participation and project
they finished. This method activating the students’ creativity and enthusiasm, which is
essential for learning Chinese as a second language.
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